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drive work

Samantha Maiden UNDER REVIEW
THE complex array of welfare Basic pension payments
payments could be streamlined M YOUTHALLOWANCE

into a single working-age benefit,
under a renewed push by the
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Howard Government to encour-  Single with children: $417.40.
age the jobless, disabled pen- Partnered with children: $349.80.
sioners and single parents to get B PARENTING ALLOWANCE Frame 2: He gets the cash

into work.

Outlining a new “work first, welfare
second” reform push to tackle tax and
welfare disincentives and boost work-
place participation, Workplace Rela-
tions Minister Kevin Andrews also
hinted at further childcare assistance
for middle-income mothers returning

to work.

Partnered: $356.
Single: $470.70.

With a partner: $393.

Over-21, or under-21 with children: $470.70.

The plan could mclude smppmg

childcare

[N DISABILITY SUPPORT PENSION
Single under-18 at home: $264.40.
Single under-18 independent: $408.60.

Source: Centrelink

employed and  low-income smgle

mothers, who can currently secure up
to four days of taxpayer-funded child-
care at a discount rate, and redirect-
ing support to mothers in the paid

‘workforce.

But age pensions would remain pro-
tected from the reforms. with the
Howard Government's election prom-
ise to index welfare payments to retir-
ees prohibiting a single system for all

A discussion paper outlining reform
options to introduce a single welfare
payment and simplify the system
would be presented to cabinet in the
new year, Mr Andrews said yesterday.

“There are 2.7 million working-age
Australians currently on welfare pay-
ments,” Mr Andrews told The Aus-

tralian yesterday.

“The current system is confusing
and there are disincentives in the
system which mean that even if
people want to work, they are no

provided with the incentive.

“If we want to maintain our eco-
nomic prosperity, we must boost pro-
ductivity. And there’s an ethical ele-

ment to this, which is to assist people

who want to work.”

Mr Andrews said some welfare reci-
pients feared that under the current
system, if they found work and stopped
receiving the pension they would not
be able to reinstate their entitlements

if the job did not work out.

“It would be much better to have
people have a go,” he said. “For the
people who are so disabled they can't
work, there’s no suggestion they
would be forced to seek employment.””

A single welfare payment was first
proposed by the landmark McClure

welfare to a job.

turn to work.”

the Christmas break.

report in 2000, commissioned by the
Howard Government,
sum plus add-ons to reflect personal
circumstances. But the upfront costs
of a major overhaul of the system and
a hostile Senate have stalled the
introduction of the last major plank
of the McClure reforms.

Under a recent shakeup of the
ministry, working-age payments in-
cluding the disability support pension
and the Newstart Allowance have
shifted to the Department of Employ-
ment and Workplace Relations and
are the responsibility of Workforce
Participation Minister Peter Dutton.

In an interview with The Austral-
ian, Mr Dutton said he was keen to
boost training opportunities for moth-
ers returning to work and to encour-
age single mothers to move from

with a base

“We've got disincentives for middle-
income earners in terms of childcare
costs and effective tax rates,” he said.

“We want to make sure we have a
system that provides choices for par-
ents — to stay at home and a choice to
make it financially rewarding to re-

Streamlining the system would also
encourage welfare recipients, includ-
ing disability support pensioners and
single parents who secure payments
through Centrelink, to take advan-
tage of training and support available
through the Job Network scheme.

A meeting of relevant ministers and
departmental secretaries to discuss
the reform options will be held after

Jennifer Sexton

THE mayor of a suburban Syd-
ney council has been caught on
hidden camera accepting a thick
wad of $100 bills from a local
developer at a lunch in which
they discuss a development pro-
ject on council-owned land.
Alfred Tsang,
inner-west Strathfield, is seen in
this sequence of pictures discuss-
ing over red wine with Michael
Saklawi the redevelopment of a
800sqm council-owned carpark.
The 12 minutes of footage ta-
ken about four months ago opens
with Mr Tsang telling Mr Saklawi
the redevelopment
Strathfield must have 15 times
the number of free public car

the mayor of ple”

in South

spaces. It is not known why the
money was handed to Mr Tsang.
He refused to comment last
night, citing an investigation by
the corruption watchdog
Strathfield council.

Mr Saklawi says in the video he
does not “want anybody to know”.

“I am straightforward and sim-
says Mr Tsang, who had
been mayor for just four months
at the time of the meeting.

Just moments before the cash
is exchanged, the two men clink
wine glasses in a quick toast.

Mr Saklawi, who is sitting be-
hind the camera opposite Mr
Tsang and cannot be seen in the
film footage, then asks Mr Tsang
where he wants the money to be
paid. After some deliberation, Mr

into

Tsang says:
here.”

Mr Tsang, looking anxious and
nervous, is then handed across
the table a wad of $100 bills worth
several thousand dollars.

“I have done what I have to do,”
Mr Saklawi says.

On the tape Mr Tsang says the
development of the carpark,
understood to be at the back of
the Crossways Hotel near the
corner of the Hume Highway and
Homebush Road, South Strath-
field, will be good for the local
people. “Basically, we get it for
nothing,”
making Strathfield a better place

.. T am doing it for the area.”

This explosive footage, leaked

to The Australian, was passed to

Frame 3: Alfred Tsang accepts cash from Michael Saklawi at the lunch to discuss the development of council-owned land

“If you can, give it

Mr Tsang says. “I am

Frame 5: He checks for onlookers

the Independent Commission
Against Corruption several
weeks ago as part of an investiga-
tion into allegations of corruption
and collusion between local coun-
cillors and developers.

Mr Tsang said on the phone
last night he could not comment
on the allegations because of the
ICAC’s continuing investigation.

“A lot of this sort of dirt is
throwing on me,” Mr Tsang said.
“If you have any information
about receiving bribes, I strongly
suggest you to contact ICAC.”

‘When told The Australian had
a copy of the video, and described
what could be seen on the foot-
age, Mr Tsang paused before
saying he would not comment.

‘When The Australian spoke to

Mr Saklawi on the phone at his
western Sydney home yesterday,
he said: T have nothing to tell
you. I am having my lunch.
Thank you.” He then hung up.
ICAC’s investigation follows a
bitter battle for control of Strath-
field council. The Australian La-
bor Party previously held power,
led by mayor John Abi-Saab and
with the support of the Unity
Party’s Mr Tsang. Mr Tsang
withdrew his support for the ALP
after the last council election in
April and was elected mayor with
the support of three Liberal coun-
cillors and the independent dep-
uty mayor, Elizabeth Gewandt.
Ms Gewandt — who did not
know what was shown on the

Continued — Page 2

. ) ) INSIDE WEATHER
Brain gain eases emigrant headache | Countdown to blast — sesu= o wose = -
Opinion 7 Brisbane _Showers 2
AKARTA lice have - h felt the mb-
Elizabeth Colman The data relied on by ex limitations. People can | lshed elails of ihe last b e twis around (o ook pac P2 0 Colcp Dpedy 5
. RATE OF RETURN perts who have claimed Aus- change their minds. Also, peo- | ute before the Australian em-  at the exposion. Worldwide 912 Dawin  latestom 34
THE nation’s much-feared People who said they were tralians were emigrating in ple may misinterpret instruc- bassy bombing in “Azaha the TV, Crosswords 13 Hobart Fine 18
brain drain may be less of a e ooV ogg 1009 large numbers was not “pre-  tions,” the report says. and highlighted the brazen pombe eaid Police Commis 5 e T
.threa,t than tholgght‘ and may Stat sa'“u"e 30,2003 cise”, the report says. “In more recent years there timing of mastermind Azahari  gjoner saragih lelboume showers
in fact be reversing to become _________~TB LD W The study indicates that have been ... major changes b"é X o hi sive reconstruchon of the at-  Sport 1521 Perth Fine 32
2 “brain gain’” in some areas, Returned to Australia 2% many of those thought to be  in the content and processing | o i osmne 1:?; fino b serrorst tack yesterday. “Fifteen  Classfieds 10,21,26  Sydney  Showers 25
new research has revealed. - Not coming back 599 leaving permanently to join of overseas arrivals and de- bike, senior bomb-maker Aza. S¢cOnds and then it exploded.” 3y - 22 Townsiille Early shower 32
Using previously unavail- ! the Australian diaspora could partures data. hari shouted that they haq  The bomber and 10 others
able techniques to track trav- Wil return eventually M% i fact be contributing to @  “Emigration from Australia, just 15 seconds to gety clear Were killed in the September 9
ellers’ movements, a study by gthe g% brain gain by bringing back egpecially emigration of | before the device went off. blast. Police have siepped up  THE DOLLAR THE AUSTRALIAN
the Department of Immigra- surce:pma_ Skills learned overseas. younger skilled Australians, In that last minute, Azahari their search for the two mas-  ys76.03¢ —usoize M S
tion, M and Indige- Those more likely to return  hag peen a topic of debate. pulled the explosives-laden terminds: Azahari and fellow o e —€00028 Home delivery
nous Affairs has uncovered a to Australia were aged be- part of the debate has been truck into a bus lay-by close to Jemaah Islamiah - 1 800 022 552
hidden class of returnees — Year at least 24 per cent had  {yeen 15and 24 and had spent 1l the size of tha 1 t the embassy in Jakarta and Noordin Mohammad Top. 3921p -0.18p
emigrants coming back to Teturned by June 2003. time in China, Taiwan or roira (e size of the 1056 of | yeset the detonator, according ~ More than 100 police worked  y70.19 039 ISSN 1038-A761
Australia and bringing newly ~ The authors of a report on Indonesia, according to the e e to a police chronology. on the two-day reconstruction o ; ;
developed skils with them.  the issue, to be published to-  report, which collected infor- iy fom persons leaving He then jumped out, leaving of the attack. Hassan and G0l $US441.50 +8US2.10
Comparing the data gath- day in the December issue of mation from Australianborn PeTHanenih: a8 asains: the suicide bomber Heri Golun to accused blast field comman-  Business __ p23-25
ered at immigration points the Monash University jour- people and overseasborn mi- 21 1t SKIs from BErsons get into the driver's seat for the - der Rois were at the scene in
with the cards filled out by nal People and Place, had grants who had gained per- Saining experience and quali- short drive to the embassy front of the embassy yester- TELEPNON:Z“E s mmlguzfzﬂﬁlm
travellers at arrival and depar- access to the personal identi- manent residence. feaons oversens AN e | e R i oty (37, shackled and {ightly pdckide: 206 2660 eboure 9292
ture points, the study found fier data, a first since the PID  The lowest return rate was cturning. Accurate informa- guarded by police in black ot om0 Syney: o268 3000
i tion on emigration and return bike, Azahari shouted at the combat outfits and black bala- 91771038"876127'
that of those who declared was introduced by the forthose whodeparted forthe 0P o7 eAgration and revu rider to get going, police say. SECOND EDITION  NUMBER 12,515
their intention to leave Austra- Howard Government to track US, Britain and New Zealand, 'ates of Australians is clearly The rider, Hassan, sped off with C2V25: o an i www.theaustralian.com.au
lia permanently in the 1998-99 travellers' movements in 1998.  “Self-reported data has its Continued — Page 4 Azahari riding pillion. Policesay ~ Full story — Page 3 S (L S R - O

the Australian of Australian

boat builders and alia's

most awarded too.
With a growing range that now
extends from 33’ to 58' and

dealerships conveniently anchored

around the Australian co

RIVIERA

5



