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The facts

Up to 3000 sailors came into contact with
Beryllium between the early 1950s and 1985
— it was used to clean guns on the HMAS
Supply, HMAS Melbourne and HMAS Sydney.




The symptoms

If Beryllium dust enters the lungs, it can cause
symptoms similar to asbestosis.

Between two and six per cent of those exposed to
the dust will die.




The campaign

In late January 2005 the Daily Telegraph
launched a web-based campaign to make the
Government and the Navy accountable for the
illness of former sailors who had worked with
Beryllium. We did this following stories from
readers of family members who had been
unwell and believed it was linked to their time
in the Navy.




Information

Based on the stories from
former sailors, we launched
our Navy Poisoning Scandal
section, aimed at highlighting
the cause, making former
sailors aware of the dangers
they had been faced with.
The more sufferers we could
encourage to come forward,
the more able we’d be to force
the Navy to admit wrongdoing
and to be held accountable.
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What to do:

Think vou might have been exposed?

| Background:

A short history of bervllium

Answers:

Questions the Navy must answer

| Feedback:

Get in touch with us

Help:
Groups vou can turn to

Did you use beryllium pistols?

E-mail us here or ring 9288 2619




Our guide
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Just a simple low rate credit card,

Daily Telegraph

NEWS Hame * Messaaes of Love * Navy Pelsening Scandal » Backaround Informatien » Story
cenrinews Groups you can turn to Page One

Jenvuary 20, 2009 * Mecoy foe

T0p Stones
P rdsres:

- . . Reath ron
arddesh s The Naval Tankerman Astecston has dooe resssrch 22 beryligm s eposure o4 bamber demart
-0 . . SRR Qeman

codatng many of the clams. Contatt them vis ther wabinte o
Duuness » n.‘n’-.'.‘._:
Conall Burinass mnm.uavalianheomeniem * Pacty tensions on

Petn Do thesun 0 b JeectondD 2 00 i |

D'iiily Telegraph over 700 export rosd tosts

Ant one of hundreds of ressorns to uee the gusde

NEWS

censnees  Short history of beryllium PageOne
Janusry 30, 2009 » Mgy for

[DNroerees

Laath oy

- . - -
op tones

S oo SAILORS mere exposed 1o beryllhium through using Jason guns on at least N
three ships between the 1950s and 1905,

e Tseaas bamber demands
Durness . a ‘ martyedos

- Crows o MMAS Supply, MMAL MaRourne and HMAL Sydrey vied the gum %0 deen the Party 8051005 on
Sl Btness shos' huls. Bervlum was wied a8 £ does Aot spark and the shDs cOMared arge ;.'.;1_.‘_.1)." &,l-‘—i-‘ il
frntertarment S1OCks of 0 OF meaDonry AN A

word Tw m




Our guide

Ap;n*yonl'm

Daily Telegraph Travel further... o)

NEWS Home » Messaqes of Lowe * Navy Polsonina Scandal » Backaround Information » Stery
Mzme .
semnaens  THree questions the Navy must answer PageOne
Ton Sranes Jareiary 30, 200% [ -7 :':Ju

- e ”‘I!' sv:ft
e L re berylbum yason pustels used o Royal Ausraten Navy shos ' ¢ cIon

. . . Were beryihum 3s el use Y2 rahen Navy a5 wel a5 Sar decmar
:2:}::: ” HMAS Susply, Melbsume and Sydoay? If 20, how many sadors were esposed? :‘fnh: !:""‘[,.: ':_:1.:31
S:\sl Busness 2, When ddd the RAN Snow beryilum 333500 0ist0ls pased 3 danQer 10 e crem? b PARy tATOS AN

Abroad, the ritk was snown n the 19503 yot the RAN uied Sarplium ushil 1925, Jeli%za sale
Emenantman = ey
AT | | - .
N/
Daily Telegraph guckrequent Flyer Visa

NEWS Hame » Messaaes of Lawe » Navy Paisosion Scandal » Backaround Infermatien » Story

HMone - *

wernnsies  What to do if you think you've been Page One
Toa < * Meoayiex

Vop Suarey exposed micdmacs

P Iasuany 0. 2009 o Deathrim

T eohdertyl e 184

e _ The Bayal Australian Navy has adtted that sadars who served an HNAS E.*“L‘,l:e:,:"u
i HMelhanrne and IVUAS Sqpply weoe capesed e beryllives between the 1950 'y — . A
smal Busneds and 1505, * Party ‘engxos on

Taist e
Frbatarerars B




The victims

Peter Robertson,
HMAS Supply

- “For the
* rest of
- my life [
have to
i
about it
and no-one will

give me any
answers...”

John Hosking,
HMAS Supply &
MHAS Melbourne
“T was
- certainly
: exposed,
Someone
has to be
held
responsible...”

We were contacted by
dozens of former sailors who
had experienced
deteriorating health in recent
years, or who believed they
had been exposed to the
Beryllium while serving in the
Navy.

These new cases - all
generated entirely Through
the website campaign -
heightened the severity of

Chris Bradshaw,
HMAS Supply

whole story., We
are everyday
Joes.."

Greg Semple,
HMAS Supply

'S “The
\'f‘f“ Navy
5?5 E preaches
about

honesty, I'd like to
see them practice
what they
preach..”

the situation.



The response

Many people came forward as a result of this
campaign, either volunteering information
about Beryllium within the Navy, or to say that
they had been ill as a result of their naval
duties.

This added more weight to the campaign, but
also helped present a comprehensive case to
the Navy.




The outcome

As a result of the campaign, the Navy was forced
to admit that they had a financial duty of care
to those who had been poisoned as a result of
their naval duties.

The Navy would have to take steps to ensure this
would not happen again.




Web appeal

Because the campaign was online, it had the
potential to be more far-reaching than the
newspaper, as it was accessible nationally.

This raised the profile of the Beryllium fight, and
made it a legitimate issue across Australia.
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