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The facts

Up to 3000 sailors came into contact with
Beryllium  between the early 1950s and 1985
– it was used to clean guns on the HMAS
Supply, HMAS Melbourne and HMAS Sydney.



The symptoms

If Beryllium dust enters the lungs, it can cause
symptoms similar to asbestosis.

Between two and six per cent of those exposed to
the dust will die.



The campaign

In late January 2005 the Daily Telegraph
launched a web-based campaign to make the
Government and the Navy accountable for the
illness of former sailors who had worked with
Beryllium. We did this following stories from
readers of family members who had been
unwell and believed it was linked to their time
in the Navy.



Information

Based on the stories from
former sailors, we launched
our Navy Poisoning Scandal
section, aimed at highlighting
the cause, making former
sailors aware of the dangers
they had been faced with.
The more sufferers we could
encourage to come forward,
the more able we’d be to force
the Navy to admit wrongdoing
and to be held accountable.



Our guide



Our guide



The victims
We were contacted by
dozens of former sailors who
had experienced
deteriorating health in recent
years, or who believed they
had been exposed to the
Beryllium while serving in the
Navy.
These new cases – all
generated entirely Through
the website campaign –
heightened the severity of
the situation.



The response

Many people came forward as a result of this
campaign, either volunteering information
about Beryllium within the Navy, or to say that
they had been ill as a result of their naval
duties.

This added more weight to the campaign, but
also helped present a comprehensive case to
the Navy.



The outcome

As a result of the campaign, the Navy was forced
to admit that they had a financial duty of care
to those who had been poisoned as a result of
their naval duties.

The Navy would have to take steps to ensure this
would not happen again.



Web appeal

Because the campaign was online, it had the
potential to be more far-reaching than the
newspaper, as it was accessible nationally.

This raised the profile of the Beryllium fight, and
made it a legitimate issue across Australia.
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