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NRL: Exclusion angers Storm boss 84

RUBBED IN

Ban no
bar on
medal

Mark Stevens

A PLAYER rubbed out at the
tribunal this year could still be
eligible to win the Brownlow
medal.

The AFL executive is poised to
meet within days to seriously ponder
a shift away from the 80-year tradi-
tion of any suspension automatically
ending a player’s Brownlow hopes.

On the back of a revamped tribu-
nal format, the league is leaning
towards using its new points system
— and not suspension — to decide
eligibility for the game’s most
coveted individual prize.

A player could commit a low-level
striking offence worth 125 points and
be suspended because of a poor
record, but still be eligible for the
medal.

The change is being mooted
because of a new tribunal formula
that gives credits for past good
behaviour and whacks players with
extra weeks for prior sins.

AFL football operations manager
Adrian Anderson is concerned that
two players could be found guilty of
the same offence in the same season
yet only one would be eligible.

“If it’s for the same act and one
player’s eligible and one’s not then it
doesn’t seem right,” Anderson said.

For example, Dustin Fletcher’s poor
record in the past three years would
result in him being suspended for a
low-level striking offence under the
new system. But Peter Riccardi would
get a 25 per cent discount for an
identical offence because he has not
been suspended in the past five years.
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*Epping Road, Epping 9408 0549 (Melways 182 B5)

*Holts Lane, Bacchus Marsh 5367 7720 (Melways 333 H3)
*Bridgewater Way, Hoppers Crossing 9931 0074 (Melways 203 A7)
*May Gibbs Drive, Point Cook 9395 7712 (Melways 207 E4)
*Edinburgh Drive, Skye 9782 8316 (Melways 132 A4)
*Berwick/Cranbourne Rd, Cranbourne 5996 4141 (Melways |34 B6)
*Caversham Drive, Mornington 5976 2166 (Melways 145 G5)
*Dyson Drive & Belltower Road, Ballarat 5337 6338
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