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‘I woke with my hand on a lump in my breast’

How Kylie saved me
ROBYN RILEY

MELBOURNE mother
Kathy Levanic believes
she has superstar Kylie
Minogue to thank for
saving her life.

Mrs Levanic, 39, said it was
because Minogue went pub-
lic with her breast cancer
that she was diagnosed early
with the disease.

‘‘I had been reading about
Kylie before I went to bed
this particular night,’’ Mrs
Levanic said.

‘‘During the night some-
thing made me wake up, it
was eerie.

‘‘I woke with my hand
resting on a small lump in my
breast.’’

The lump was only 1 cm,
barely noticeable.

‘‘(But) if I did not find it
that night, it would have
been a very different story.’’

She plans to write to the
singer to thank her.

Friends of Minogue said
this week that her parents
want her back in Melbourne
so they can care for her as
she recovers from treatment.

The singer, 37, is resting at
the Paris home of boyfriend
Olivier Martinez after chem-
otherapy. Minogue is ex-
pected to return to Mel-

bourne for radiotherapy ear-
ly next year.

Coincidentally, Mrs Leva-
nic was operated on by the
surgeon who cared for
Minogue, Dr Jenny Senior.

Though diagnosed early,
she has aggressive HER2 pos-
itive breast cancer. It is life-
threatening and her oncol-

ogist says Mrs Levanic’s best
chance for survival is to have
the drug Herceptin.

Initially Mrs Levanic was
told she qualified to have it
government-subsidised as
nine of her 15 lymph nodes
were affected by the cancer.

‘‘Three weeks ago I was
told I had to pay for the drug

myself because the disease
was not advanced enough. I
need Herceptin now, not
when it is too late,’’ she said.

With husband Joe, family
and friends, Mrs Levanic is
trying to raise $70,000 for a
year supply of the drug.

Her workmates at McCor-
mick Foods have organised a

fund-raising dinner dance
next month and her parents
and in-laws have offered
money.

The couple — parents to
Tayla, 6, and Joey, 12 — now
face re-mortgaging their
house to cover the shortfall.

‘‘It shouldn’t be this way,’’
Mrs Levanic said. ‘‘I’ve

worked since I was 15 — paid
taxes all my working life.

‘‘There is a drug available
that can help me, but if I can’t
find $70,000 I can’t have it.

Donations to Mrs Leva-
nic’s Herceptin fund can be
sent to Kathy Levanic c/o PO
Box 1169, Dandenong, 3175.
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Anguish: Kathy Levanic with
children Tayla, 6, and Joey, 12.
It was only after reading about
the cancer battle for Kylie
Minogue (above) that Mrs
Levanic discovered her own
cancer.
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a month
gets you...

worth of national & international voice calls*plus
Standard SMS, Voicemail, Videomail and live Video Calling per month

The 3G broadband mobile that
thinks it’s a camera! Only $22

 $22
Sony Ericsson K608i 3G broadband mobile on our
Bonus Plus 22 Plan over 24 months#

FREE SMS and FREE Voicemail each month†

or pick another bonus that suits you

 + FREE

 + FREE

 + 150

 $0

10 minute national voice calls
to any 3 mobile^ up to 300 minutes per month

Live Video Calls every Sunday
to other Australian 3 mobiles until this Christmas**

Details you should note: *Excludes calls to premium numbers and other premium services. #Total
minimum cost over 24 months is $528. If service is disconnected within 24 months $22 minimum spend
for remaining months of contract term is payable. To unlock your mobile you must pay all outstanding charges and within 12 months of connection an unlocking fee of $199. †Excludes Premium SMS and SMS when international roaming. Does 
not include retrieval when international roaming. Excludes call return. ^Standard rates plus 25c fl agfall applies after the fi rst 10 minutes. **A maximum of 60 minutes per Sunday applies. Video Calls in Australia only. ##Planet 3 only available in 3’s 
Broadband Zone. General conditions: All connections to 3 Direct will require a $15 deposit which wil be credited back to your fi rst bill. Connection only available to customers who live or work at an address within 3’s Broaband Zone.       HUT-BPA02

New Sony Ericsson K608i
• 1.3 Megapixel camera for great quality pics
• Talk face-to-face with live Video Calling
• Listen to the built-in FM radio
• Groove with the built-in MP3 Player
• Transfer pics to your PC with BluetoothTM

Watch Mobile TV on 3.
1300 794 020
Buy over the phone

and also get these bonuses:
• FREE leather case  • FREE car charger
• FREE home delivery

and get these bonuses:
• $50 web credit  • FREE home delivery

1. Call 7 days a week 2. Please have your driver’s licence and credit card ready 3. We’ll organise everything

Order online at
three.com.au

CNN News - It’s live, it’s 24/7, 
and now it comes to you
straight to your mobile. Sign
up for just $4 a month or pay 
as you go for 50c for 2 minutes##.


