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Drug ruling
sickening
Cancer patient is horrified

MARY PAPADAKIS

Kim Riazi

AS a long-t ime
nurse, Kim Riazi
knows prevention is
better than cure.

That’s why the mother
of three and breast can-
cer patient is struggling
to understand the Fed-
eral Government’s ‘‘hor-
rifying’’ position on new
cancer drug Herceptin.

The treatment, which
has been shown to re-
duce disease recurrence
by 46 per cent but costs
up to $70,000, is subsi-
dised for some women
with late-stage breast
cancer. But it’s not listed
on the Pharmaceutical
Benefits Scheme for
women in the early
stages of the disease.

Mrs Riazi, 54, of War-
ranwood, said this made
no sense.

‘‘I find it horrifying that
we all need it, but we
have to wait until we get
worse to get this,’’ she
said.

Mrs Riazi, 54, is one of
thousands of women with
HER-2 positive breast
cancer who need but
can’t afford the drug.

Her illness has forced
her to take time off work,
leaving her struggling to
put food on the table, let
alone pay for the drug.

The Government has
demanded more evi-
dence of the drug’s effec-

tiveness before making a
decision on its listing.

But four recent studies
have shown it can halve
the risk of the disease
returning.

‘‘It’s already proven
that it works and people
are crying out for it,’’ Mrs
Riazi said.

Drug maker Roche re-
cently said it would pro-
vide three free doses to
women once it is ap-
proved for use in early
breast cancer by the
Therapeutic Goods Ad-
ministration — a saving
of about $10,000.

The TGA will make a
decision early next year.

Mrs Riazi, diagnosed
with an aggressive breast
cancer in October, has
had surgery, is now hav-
ing chemotherapy and
will undergo radiother-
apy at Maroondah Hospi-
tal — her workplace of 21
years.

She said Herceptin was
her best chance of spend-
ing more time with her
family.

Tenacious: Maude Garrett has won the role of television host on Nickelodeon’s Camp Orange.

Maude gets the good oil
ROBYN RILEY

Peter Garrett

HER surname is Garrett and she
likes to sing, but don’t expect the
19-year-old niece of Midnight Oil lead
singer and politician Peter Garrett to
follow in his footsteps.

Maude Garrett has plans for fame,
but not as a rock star. The girl voted
at school the student most likely to
become famous has her sights set on
a television career.

This week Garrett was named the
new host of Nickelodeon’s Camp
Orange, a children’s reality television
series.

‘‘It is awesome,’’ Garrett said in her

first media interview. ‘‘I still can’t
believe it.’’

She said her uncle had offered
some advice. ‘‘He has been very
supportive and told me to hold my
own and not to be swamped.’’

She may not have inherited her
uncle’s passion for singing in public,
but she has that famous tenacity. To
win the role as host of Camp Orange
she left a note on the computer of the
boss of Nickelodeon and asked if she
could do an audition. It paid off.
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LOW PRICES EVERY DAY 
ON THE BRANDS YOU KNOW AND TRUST

Super 
Blender
Extra large 
1.6-litre jug, 
powerful 350W 
motor, stainless 
steel blade. 
BLR30. 

Health Smart Grill
2400W, quantanium 
easy-clean scratch-
resistant surface, 
brushed stainless steel 
exterior, non-stick 
ribbed plates, 
variable heat control, 
adjustable grilling 
height control, 
removable drip tray. 
TG870. Reg. $118.

Juice Fountain
Easy clean and 
compact design. 
Heavy duty 900 watt 
motor. Extra wide 
feed chute fits 
whole apples. 
Dishwasher 
safe parts. 
BJE200. 
Reg. $148.

11-Piece 
Hair Grooming Kit
Includes 4 attachment 
combs, barber’s scissors, 
comb. KHC10B. 

Banquet Frypan
Super-size, extra 

deep pan, 2200W, 
easy-clean non-stick 

cooking surface, 
glass lid. KEF16. 

Reg. $68.87.

Food Processor
Powerful 550W motor, 
2 speed control plus pulse, 
1-litre capacity bowl, 
reversible stainless 
steel slicing and 
shredding disc, stainless 
steel processing 
attachment. KFP80. 

SAVE $30
$88

SAVE $10

5887

SAVE $20
$128

SWITCHED ON SAVINGS

On sale from Sunday December 18 
to Saturday December 24

Switched on
Christmas Gifts

EVERYDAY
LOW PRICE

987

EVERYDAY
LOW PRICE

5887

EVERYDAY
LOW PRICE

3992


