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Court claim rocks widow Terri
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GRIEVING Terri Irwin and Australia Zoo
are being sued for $2.5 million over two
mysterious business transactions.

Barely a year after wildlife warrior Steve
Irwin died, his widow faces a Victorian
County Court showdown over baffling con-
tracts she says she knows nothing about.

The two legal actions involve a complex
web of companies — including some linked
to former first assistant tax commissioner
Nick Petroulias.

A Sunday Herald Sun investigation has
found the lawsuits revolve around a busi-

ness based on an island tax haven, another
raided by tax inspectors in 2006 and an
offshore investment bank.

Terri Irwin claims to have no knowledge
of the lawsuits or the alleged transactions
that triggered them.

Report, Page 4

Exclusive
FIONA HUDSON

Weather: Early rain. Max: 21. Page 86
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Free carols songbook
’TIS the season for the Sunday Herald
Sun to get into the Christmas spirit.

Don’t miss your free songbook for
the 70th Carols by Candlelight on
Christmas Eve.

You can pick up your songbook
when you buy today’s Sunday Herald
Sun.

If your newspaper is home
delivered or you wish to collect your
songbook from a different newsagent

from where you bought your paper,
simply present the token on this page.

This year’s Carols by Candlelight
stars include Anthony Callea, Denis
Walter, Marina Prior, Silvie Paladino,
Sophie Monk, the McClymonts, the
Australian Girls and National Boys
Choirs, Annabelle Priftis and Tommy
Emmanuel, Rachel Beck and Ian
Stenlake.

Proceeds from Carols by

Candlelight go to Vision Australia’s
children’s services.

You can watch the carols on
Channel 9 from 9pm and use your free
songbook to sing along at home.

More than 2.5 million people will
watch the carols on TV.

More than 10,000 people are
expected to gather at the Sidney Myer
Music Bowl.
SONGBOOKS are available only from
Victorian newsagents while stocks last.
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Your FREE Vision Australia's Carols By 
Candlelight™ Songbook is available with the 

purchase of today’s Sunday Herald Sun. 
If you wish to collect your songbook at a different newsagent to where 

you purchased the paper, please present this token as proof of purchase.

Available in Victorian newsagents only. Strictly while stocks last. 

Director of Aldon Tutoring Centres 
in Melbourne 10th, 11th, 12th 

January 2008 to chat with those 
interested in establishing their own 

tutoring business in Vic.

Appointment Request: 
(07) 3351 4300 or 

email name and phone No. to 
allan@aldontutoring.com.au

Check
www.aldontutoring.com.au

adc071209SS

TEACHERS

Workers
win $22m

ELENI HALE and
SHANNON DEERY

A WORKPLACE syndi-
cate in Geelong was still
celebrating yesterday
after winning $22 million
in Thursday’s Power-
ball.

The 10 winners — who
had been punting on the
Saturday Tattslotto for
15 years together — did
not learn of the Power-
ball win until after work
on Friday.

None of the syndicate
members, except for the
organiser, knew of the
ticket in the draw.

‘‘Normally I buy the

weekly Saturday Tatt-
slotto ticket for us, but
as we won $107 in Tatt-
slotto the weekend be-
fore, I decided to have a
go at Powerball,’’ the
organiser said.

‘‘I don’t know what we
will all do with our
$2.2 million, but it will be
really useful.’’

The win is one of the
biggest for the year.

Million-dollar
jolt for Terri
Lawsuits over mystery deals

FIONA HUDSON

‘When I mentioned it to
Terri, she didn’t know
what I was talking about’

TERRI IRWIN’S MANAGER
JOHN STAINTON

‘I would strongly advise
other people issued with
these writs to get in
touch with the police’

A QUEENSLAND LAWYER

Confused: Terri
Irwin with
children Bob and
Bindi at Australia
Zoo, left, and
former ATO first
assistant
commissioner
Nick Petroulias,
above.

TERRI Irwin and Austra-
lia Zoo are being sued for
$2.5 million over two mys-
terious business transac-
tions.

A year after crocodile hunter
Steve Irwin died, his widow
faces dual court actions over
contracts she says she knows
nothing about.

The legal actions involve an
intricate web of companies —
including some linked to former
first assistant tax commis-
sioner Nick Petroulias.

A Sunday Herald Sun investi-
gation has found the lawsuits
relate to a business based on an
island tax haven, another
raided by tax inspectors in 2006
and an off-shore investment
bank.

Terri Irwin claims to have no
knowledge of the lawsuits or
the alleged transactions that
triggered them.

Her manager John Stainton
— who was also Steve Irwin’s
business partner — said he had
‘‘no bloody idea’’ about the
lawsuits.

Told of the writs, he said:
‘‘S--t, what are they? What are
they about?’’

After making inquiries, he
told the Sunday Herald Sun
they remained a mystery.

‘‘When I mentioned it to
Terri, she didn’t know what I
was talking about,’’ he said. ‘‘I
asked the zoo and they have no
knowledge of it.’’

A firm called Alyssa Treasury
Services Limited lodged the
first writ at the Victorian
County Court on November 22
demanding $2.5 million from
Australia Zoo and the Steve
Irwin Family Trust.

Lawyers for the firm — which
operates in Melbourne from a
post office box — lodged an-
other writ on December 7 seek-
ing $60,000 from Terri Irwin.

The writs against Mrs Irwin
and Australia Zoo stem from
two contracts allegedly signed
on their behalf promising to pay
money to other firms.

The documents are dated
March 30 and August 15 this
year — well after Steve Irwin
was fatally wounded by a sting-
ray in September, 2006.

Firms mentioned on the

court documents are HQZ
Argentum Ltd, Australasian
Custodians Limited, Providen-
tial Trustees Limited and
Avowal Administrative Attor-
neys Ltd.

Australasian Custodians
Limited is owned by a group
based in Labuan, an island tax
haven off the coast of Borneo.

Company searches reveal
Providential Trustees Limited
was struck off the New Zealand
register on October 12 this year.

Avowal Administrative Attor-
neys Ltd was at the centre of
raids by tax investigators in
November, 2006. An unrelated
Queensland Supreme Court
action in May heard Avowal was
associated with former Austral-
ian Tax Office high flyer Mr
Petroulias.

The court heard the sole
director of Avowal was a secre-
tary, Amanda Chisnall, who
could not remember who
appointed her.

A NSW Supreme Court jury
last week retired to consider its
verdict in a separate case
involving Mr Petroulias.

The former ATO first assis-
tant commissioner has pleaded
not guilty to three charges,
including bribery and tax fraud.

The trial began in June. It is
the third time Mr Petroulias
has been tried on the charges,
which date back to 2000.

The fourth company men-
tioned in the writs against Mrs
Irwin and Australia Zoo is HQZ
Argentum.

On its website, HQZ Argen-
tum claims to be a Singapore-
based investment bank offering
‘‘state-of-the-art services and
solutions never before offered
to small and medium-sized
enterprises’’.

The person who answered the
phone at the Melbourne
address listed on the writ said
the bank had moved on.

‘‘They didn’t leave a forward-
ing address,’’ she said.

The writs against Mrs Irwin
and Australia Zoo are among
about 50 apparently similar
actions launched by Alyssa
Treasury Services Limited
against various small busi-
nesses and individuals, most
based in Queensland.

A lawyer for one of the other
defendants said yesterday his
client’s writ stemmed from a
tax minimisation scheme
turned sour.

He claimed his client had
been ‘‘dudded’’.

‘‘I would strongly advise
other people issued with these
writs to get in touch with the
police,’’ he said.

The Australian Taxation Of-
fice is believed to have been
monitoring some of the people
allegedly involved. Another tar-
get of one of the writs admitted
he had signed up for a tax
minimisation scheme.

‘‘My accountant advised me
to go into it. We researched it a
little bit. I wish I’d never heard
of them now,’’ he said.

A third man named in one of
the lawsuits told the Sunday
Herald Sun: ‘‘I’m not aware I
owe anyone any money. There’s
something strange going on.’’

Lawyer Morris Milder, who
lodged the writ against Austra-
lia Zoo on behalf of Alyssa
Treasury Services, declined to
answer questions yesterday.

DO YOU HAVE A TAC CLAIM?
If TAC has had you medically examined,

you may have a right to Common Law damages.

For obligation free advice ring

PETER BURT
Expert TAC Lawyer and

Law Institute Accredited Specialist

FREECALL 1800 109 940
NO SUCCESS/NO FEE*

adc/060806/SS

BURT & DAVIES PERSONAL INJURY LAWYERS
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WINWIN
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a family Pit Lane Walka family Pit Lane Walk

See page 48 for details .See page 48 for details .
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