DESIGNER OF THE YEAR




When we
compare the
weather that
is forecast
for this
Saturday
as against
some of the
classic fire
days of this
state's
history. ..

is in fact

[E' experts cautioned that the
g e

- sideleft dried and withered by the
"y drought had created a perfect tinder-
! boxready to explode in flames.

DESCENDED...

VICTORIAN Premier John Brumby's
warning to his state could not have
beenmore prophetic.

4 Brumby,fire authorites and weather

R T

% combination of searing tempera-
tures, strong winds and a country-

It's the sort of day when a fire that
ets away won't just damage
property, it may well cost lives, as
Black Friday and Ash Wednesday
have done before,” Brumby said.

“Sol don't exaggerate when | say we
need to be on alert.

F "It justasbad aday as you can

" imagine, and on top of that the state [
is just tinder-dry so people need to

£ exercise real commonsense.”

‘The recipe was there, Brumby
‘warned, for Saturday to be

the worst day in the history of the
state”

Ll 3 The heat and winds were duly

T ontheir way, to deliver Australia
the blackest day in our peacetime
history.

R ZONE: The emiac
of the firgstorm that ripped
rough the-hills at Yarra Glen

SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 7

Victoria's Deputy Police
Commissioner Kieran Walshe
holds a press conference
confirming fears of an
impending catastrophe. He
announces 14 people have
already been killed and up to
40 could be lost.

As the evening came, the state:
isinchaos with 85 towns
under siege, walls of flame
rising 40m into the night sky,

the affected areas.
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STATEMENT
VICTORIAN BUSHFIRES
BLACK SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 2009
DESIGNER: CHRIS DAVIES

A week after the Black Saturday
bushfires in Victoria, The Sunday
Mail published a 16-page
run-of-press liftout to mark the
human tragedy and human
triumph of the devastating event.
The brief was to create a liftout
that would be uniquely different
to those published in
competitive and interstate
media. This meant the liftout
had to be completed in real-time
on the Saturday prior to Sunday
publication to prevent any
double-up with competitive
media. The theme “From Hell

to Hope” aimed to capture the
events of the prior week but
leave readers with a

compelling belief in the ability of
our communities and the nation
to recover.

The challenge was to find
images, which had not already
been over-exposed and to use
them in a way that captured the
essence of the bushfires and the
impact on people’s emotions.
The decision to focus on a small
number of photographs made
the image selection a vital
element of the feature and the
necessity to use some in full
colour and others in mono - due
to press constraints - added
another layer of complexity to
the choices made.

The font selection - Times Classic
and Rockwell - aimed to give the
liftout a respectful tone and was
carried across to the front page
of the paper to replace the
traditional Franklin Gothic
tabloid treatment.




=g [N MEMORY OF AUSTRALIA'S WORST
NATURAL DISASTER 16-PAGE LIFTOUT
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TEARS FOR
ATOWN LOST

Residents of Marysville made the painful journey home yesterday
to weep for a community destroyed and pray for its recovery
REPORTS P4-13

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC DVD: DINOSAURS UNCOVERED & Wit

VICTORIAN BUSHFIRES FEBRUARY 2009
AUSTRALIA'S WORST NATURAL DISASTER

FROM HELL

TO HOPE

IN MEMORY OF THOSE
WHO PERISHED
TOGETHER WITH THOSE
WHO MUST GO ON

SundayMail
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WITH COURACE

LET US ALL COMBINE
TO ADVANCE
AUSTRALIA FAIR

FROM SECOND VERSE OF OUR NATIONAL ANTHEM
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