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The death of international 
music legend Michael Jackson 
on June 25 sparked a plethora of 
print, broadcast and online 
commemorative specials.
The challenge for The Sunday 
Mail on June 28 was to produce 
a uniquely different liftout that 
would become a collector’s item 
among readers.
The cover image on the liftout 
was sourced after extensive 
online research and provided 
a unique point of difference 
to all other print publications, 
which opted for more “tabloid’’ 
pictures.
The liftout was broken into four 
sections: the man, his fans, his 
friends and his shows. 
These themes drove the picture 
selection for each page, which 
were also illustrated with 
celebrity quotes and each page 
was headlined by lyrics from 
Jackson songs.
The primary objective was to 
produce something which was a 
celebration of his life but 
respectful of his role as a music 
legend.
The ambition was to create 
a product that reflected the 
complexity of Michael Jackson: 
the energy of the performer, the 
shyness of the man; the  
heart-felt sorrow of his fans.
The front page of the paper also 
adopted the fonts used in the 
liftout to link the two and  
continue the “memorial” theme.
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‘I WANT MY 
KIDS BACK’

As police investigate Michael Jackson’s fatal addiction to 
a daily cocktail of painkillers, his ex-wife threatens a bitter 
custody battle with his family for her estranged children

Drug doctor mystery P2 Lisa Marie’s regret P4 Tangled fortune P9 

HIS MUSIC   HIS MAGIC

Picture digitally joined

UNCERTAIN FUTURE: 
Jackson’s son Prince Michael 
and daughter Paris; and  
(right) ex-wife Debbie Rowe 
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He was the 
consummate 

entertainer and his 
contributions and legacy 
will be felt upon the 
world forever. I’ve lost 
my little brother ...  and 
part of my soul has gone 
with him.
Quincy Jones, 
who produced Thriller

He will live in my 
heart forever but 

it’s not enough. My life 
feels so empty. I don’t 
think anyone knew how 
much we loved each 
other. The purest most 
giving love I’ve ever 
known. Oh God! I’m 
going to miss him.
Liz Taylor, actress 
and Jackson’s friend 

I am so very sad 
and confused with 

every emotion possible. 
I am heartbroken for 
his children who I know 
were everything to him 
and for his family. This 
is such a massive loss on 
many levels, words fail 
me.
Lisa Marie Presley, 
Jackson’s former wife

Aspects of his life 
that were sad and 

tragic . . . (but) he was a 
spectacular performer, a 
musical icon.
US President Barack Obama

FROM his early days with the Jackson Five 
to undisputed King of Pop, and eventually, 
rock star recluse – Michael Jackson changed 
the way an entire generation enjoyed music 

MICHAEL 
JACKSON
1958-2009

I’VE BEEN A VICTIM OF A SELFISH KIND OF 
LOVE. IT’S TIME THAT I REALISE
THAT THERE ARE SOME WITH NO HOME, NOT 
A NICKEL TO LOAN
COULD IT BE REALLY ME, PRETENDING THAT 
THEY’RE NOT ALONE?
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I’M STARTING WITH THE MAN IN THE MIRROR
I’M ASKING HIM TO CHANGE HIS WAYS
AND NO MESSAGE COULD HAVE BEEN ANY CLEARER
IF YOU WANNA MAKE THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE
TAKE A LOOK AT YOURSELF AND THEN MAKE A CHANGE
Man in the Mirror, Bad 1987

H
EWAS, quite simply, the greatest
entertainer of all time. From a
precocious boy to rock superstar and
finally, a reclusive eccentric. Michael

Jackson defined music for an entire generation.
The way they listened to it, the way they
watched it, the way they danced.
He was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall

of Fame twice— as a member of the Jackson
Five and as a solo artist. He won 13 Grammy
awards, recorded 10 studio albums, had 13 No.1
hits in the US (and four in Australia) and sold
more than 750million albums.
He died on Thursday, June 25, 2009, at

2.26pm (US time) in Los Angeles. He was 50
and a father of three. And to fans around the
world, he was the King of Pop.
Undoubtedly, many will remember Jackson

for a troubled personal life: he married twice
and had a child to a surrogate mother; he
performed bizarre antics in public (masking
himself and his children and dangling his baby
son from a balcony will never be forgotten); and
he had a fascination with cosmetic surgery and
his skin colour— he died with almost no
physical resemblance to the big-haired African-
American who burst into the public eye 40
years earlier.
But just as fans have mostly forgotten the

excesses of the final years of the previous
monarch of popular music, Elvis Presley—
King of Rock ’n’ Roll — and now celebrate his
music with seemingly eternal irreverence,

Jackson’s musical brilliance will be his legacy.
His creative catalogue is unrivalled. His songs

and videos steered the music industry and
millions of fans from an era of vinyl and one-
camera videos to a digital age of audio mastery
and visual magic.
His most seminal album release was in 1982.

Thriller produced seven top 10 hits and is the
best-selling album of all time.
Jackson was a perfectionist, shy and humble.
‘‘I’m just like anyone,’’ Michael Jackson once

said. ‘‘I cut and bleed. And I embarrass easily.’’
Perhaps. But as a musician and performer, he

was in a class of his own.
Accolades from some of the brightest stars of

the music industry have flowed since his death
— and rightly so.
One stands out though, from a person

probably more qualified thanmost to assess
Jackson’s place in music history.
Veteran Dick Clark was the host of the iconic

television showAmerican Bandstand that
showcased nearly every popular music star of
the past five decades. His endorsement could
make or break a star, and he opened the door to
superstardom.
Michael Jackson didn’t need that kind of

help, Clark said yesterday. He was unique.
‘‘Of all the thousands of entertainers I have

worked with, Michael was the most
outstanding. Many have tried and will try to
copy him, but his talent will never be matched,’’
Clark said. The King is dead. Long live the King!
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He was a kind,
genuine and

wonderful man. He was 
also one of the greatest 
entertainers that ever 
lived. I loved him very 
much and I will miss him 
every remaining day of 
my life.
Liza Minnelli, actress and Jackson’s 
friend

In pop history,
there’s a trium-

virate of pop icons –
Sinatra, Elvis and 
Michael. His music 
bridged races and ages 
and absolutely defined 
the video age.
Tommy Mottola, former
head of Sony Music

When we worked
together on Bad, Id

was in awe of his 
absolute mastery of 
movement on the one 
hand, and of the music 
on the other. Every step 
he took was absolutely 
precise and fluid at the 
same time. It was like 
quicksilver in motion.
Martin Scorsese, film director

He has made a
bigger impact on

music than any other 
artist. He was magic. He 
was what we all strive to 
be. He will always be the 
king of pop.
Beyonce, singer and actress

MICII HAEL
JACKSON
1958-2009

SHE TOLD ME HER NAME WAWW S BILLIE JEAN,
AS SHE CAUSED A SCENE
THEN EVERY HEAD TURNED WITH EYES THAT
DREAMED OF BEING THE ONE
WHO WILL DANCE ON THE FLOOR IN THE
ROUND

FANS salute their hero at the 1993
Superbowl (top left and top right); at a
1996 video filming In Brazil (right); at
the World Music Awards in 2006 (far
right); and after his death (middle)
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EOPLE ALWLL AYWW S TOLD S ME BE CARERR FUL OF WHAT YOUHH
DO AND DON’T GO AROUND AA BRERR AKING YOUNG GII IGG RLS’ HEARTS
AND AA MOTHETT R ALWLL AYWW S TOLD S ME BE CARERR FUL OF WHO YOU LOVEVV
AND AA BE CARERR FUL OF WHAT YOU DO ’CAUHH SE THE LIE BECOMES
THE TRUTH

illie Jean, Thriller 1982

R
IGHT to the end, Michael Jackson was
able to generate hysteria, screams and
tears from the fans that loved him.
The television footage, shot from the

helicopter of an American news network,
showing hordes of disbelieving fans running
desperately through the streets around the
UCLAMedical Centre in California in the
search for answers perfectly captured his impact
on a generation.
On hearing the devastating news on

Thursday (US time), thousands more flocked to
the hospital where he died, and to the Apollo
Theatre in New York where the Jackson Five
first sprang from, or rushed to pay their respects
at the Jackson family estate in Encino,
California.
They were scenes of heartbreak and despair

that reverberated around the world. Across the
internet, websites crashed under the sheer
weight of fans wanting the latest news or to pay
their respects.
Few people could imagine living the life he

led, swamped by the adulation of his fans from
the very early years of an extraordinary
childhood.
For Jackson, the passion of his fans only

meant one thing. ‘‘I know it’s all love,’’ Jackson
told Australian rock pundit MollyMeldrum in a
1996 television interview.
‘‘So it makes my heart very happy and I like

to give it back, you know, through however I
can give, and it puts a smile onmy face to see all

the children and all the teenagers and the
adults, the demographics.
‘‘It makes my heart very, very happy, I love

them, I love all the fans very much.’’
And the fans loved him, too— from the

moment he turned nine, Michael had strangers
screaming his name. It would continue for the
rest of his life.
‘‘Wherever the Jackson Five would go, there

would be a mob scenes,’’ he told high-profile
African-American politician the reverend Jesse
Jackson in a radio interview in 2005. ‘‘We
couldn’t go in the shopping centre or anywhere
because there were kids screaming.’’
Growing up, Jackson loved songwriters like

The Bee Gees and The Beatles, and especially
show-tune writers such as Rodgers and
Hammerstein and JohnnyMercer.
Jackson has himself influenced a whole new

generation of singers, fromKelly Clarkson to
Justin Timberlake.
InMarch, tickets for his 50-concert

comeback tour, ‘‘This Is It’’, scheduled for July,
sold out within a few hours of being released at
London’s O2 Arena.
Many of his most dedicated followers had

flown halfway around the world to queue for
three days to buy tickets to savour one last
concert performance.
The shows were to be his final bow as a great

entertainer.
Sadly, it was not to be.

Marie-Christine Sourris
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I feel privileged to
have hung out and

worked with Michael. 
He was a massively 
talented boy man with 
a gentle soul. His music 
will be remembered 
forever and my 
memories of our time 
together will be happy 
ones. 
Paul McCartney, former Beatle

I will be mourning
my friend, brother,

mentor and inspiration. 
He gave me and my 
family hope. I would 
never have been me 
without him.
MC Hammer, former rap star

Michael Jackson
showed me that

you can actually see the 
beat. He made the music 
come to life. He made 
me believe in magic. 
I will miss him.
Sean ‘Puffy’ Combs,
rap star and music mogul

We have lost an
icon in our in-

dustry. He will live on 
in my memory and 
most definitely through 
the music he shared 
with so many.
Dionne Warwick, singer
and Jackson’s friend

MICII HAEL
JACKSON
1958-2009

ANOTHER DAY HAS GONE, I’M STILL ALL 
ALONE
HOWOO  COULD THIS BE YOU’RE NOT HERE WITH
ME
YOU NEVER SAYY ID GOODBYE SOMEONE TELL ME
WHY

WITH famous musical friends
(right) Dionne Warwick, Stevie
Wonder, Quincy Jones and
Lionel Richie; Diana Ross; and
Paul McCartney

THE King of Pop belts out Black or White to the accompaniment of Guns N’ Roses’ Slash during the 1992 Dangerous world tour

E
VERYONEwanted to work with
Michael Jackson. His involvement
ensured originality, excellence— and
success.

In 1985, when he decided to penWeAre the
World as a way to raise money for children in
war-torn Africa, he approached longtime pal
Lionel Richie to help with the vocals. He then
wondered if others would join the project.

He didn’t even have to call them. As word
spread, they came knocking.

More than 20 superstars— including Stevie
Wonder, Bob Dylan, Cyndi Lauper and Bruce
Springsteen— lent their vocals to the greatest
back-up choir the world had ever heard.

The song became one of the highest-selling
singles in history.

As bizarre as his personal life became,
Jacksonmademany friends in the industry

who became life-long supporters, and in some
cases, confidantes.

As a child he made friendships with
Hollywood andmusic greats such as Fred
Astaire, Gene Kelly, Diana Ross, James
Brown and SammyDavis Jnr.

‘‘They were friends of mine,’’ he said in
March 2005. ‘‘That’s why I was so lucky. I was
such a little kid, looking up to these people.

‘‘Fred Astaire used to tell me how he knew
in his heart that I would be a special star.’’

His buddy Stephen King helped him write
the movieGhosts. Former flame Brooke
Shields was his date for the 1984 Grammys.
Elizabeth Taylor loved him somuch she
dubbed him the King of Pop. And in 1994, the
Elvis Presley of our generation married the
King of Rock ’n’ Roll’s very own child,
Jackson’s childhood friend LisaMarie.

There was also his mentor, producer
Quincy Jones, with whom he struck up a
strong friendship on the film set of 1978’s The
Wiz, in which Jackson played the Scarecrow.

But of all his famous friends, two will be
remembered above all — the bond stronger
because they, too, had been child stars.

They wereMacaulay Culkin, who later
appeared in 1991’s Black orWhite video clip;
and screen queen Taylor, who wed Larry
Fortensky at Jackson’s Neverland Ranch and
later supported him during court proceedings.

‘‘He is highly intelligent, shrewd, intuitive,
understanding, sympathetic, generous— to
almost a fault,’’ Taylor told talkshow host
OprahWinfrey in 1993 during the show’s
highest-rating ever episode in whichWinfrey
visited Jackson’s home. ‘‘There’s nobody that
can come near him. Nobody can dance like
that, write the lyrics like that, the music, cause
the kind of excitement he does.’’
Marie-Christine Sourris
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DID YOU HAVE TO GO AND LEAVE MY WORLD SO COLDWW
VERYDAY I SIT AND ASK MYSELF HOW DID LOVE SLIP

AWAA AYWW
OMETHING WHISPERS IN MY EAR AND SAYS

THAT YOU ARE NOT ALONE
ou Are Not Alone, HIStory 1995

PERFORMING double acts
with soul singer James
Brown (above) and pop star
Britney Spears (left); and
chatting with the late great
Italian tenor Luciano
Pavarotti during a television
show inMilan 12 years ago.
Close friend Liz Taylor once
said ofMichael: ‘Nobody
can dance like that, write
the lyrics like that, the
music, cause the kind of
excitement he does’
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MICHAEL 
JACKSON
1958-2009
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OUT ON THE FLOOR
THERE AIN’T NOBODY THERE BUT US
GIRL, WHEN YOU DANCE
THERE’S A MAGIC THAT MUST BE LOVE
JUST TAKE IT SLOW

THE genius at work as an Afro-haired teenager (above and right); rocking New York
on 1997’s HIStory tour (above right and second right); and dancing like none had
danced before (far right). He died before what was to be ‘his final curtain call’, a
50-concert series in London from July 13
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Michael Jackson 
was my musical 

God. He made me 
believe that all things are 
possible, through real 
and positive music.
Wyclef Jean, rapper

The world has lost 
one of the greats, 

but his music will live on 
forever.
Madonna, singer

His greatness was 
perfection. Michael 

wouldn’t stop until he was 
perfect and he would keep 
going after that.
Donna Summer, disco star 

Just as there will 
never be another 

Fred Astaire or Chuck 
Berry or Elvis Presley, 
there will never be 
anyone comparable to 
Michael Jackson. His 
talent, his wonderment 
and his mystery make 
him a legend.
Steven Spielberg, fi lm director

’CAUSE WE GOT SO FAR TO GO
WHEN YOU FEEL THAT HEAT
AND WE’RE GONNA RIDE THE BOOGIE
SHARE THAT BEAT OF LOVE
Rock with You, Off the Wall 1979

I
NANexplosion of pyrotechnics he
suddenly appears on the stage— as if by
magic.
For what seems an eternity, he doesn’t

move, not a muscle. Around him the screaming
fans go wild.

Slowly he raises one hand to remove his
sunglasses. The roar from the crowd becomes
deafening.

Michael Jackson is on stage. Michael Jackson,
the consummate performer groomed since
childhood, is ready to entertain. Michael
Jackson is the king.

For 46 years of his life, the stage was home to
Jackson. He used it to showcase his genius, to
send his musical messages and as a refuge from
a tumultuous personal life.

Jackson did three world tours in his 40-year-
career. Each was a spectacular event, setting
new standards in dance, drama and
showmanship.

As a child he toured heavily with his brothers
in the Jackson Five, but it was Bad, his first solo
tour in 1987, that put him on the world stage.

Bad broke records as the highest-grossing
tour of all time (reportedly taking in
$155 million) and for the highest attendance
figures, with 4.4 million seeing the show. The
tour opened in Japan, where thousands greeted
Jackson and his chimp Bubbles (who arrived in a

separate plane) and where ABC-TV’s music host
MollyMeldrum interviewed the singer ahead of
his highly anticipated Australian visit.

The visit included two shows at the Brisbane
Entertainment Centre in November 1987,
attended by nearly 27,000.

The Dangerous tour followed in 1992 in which
Jackson upped the ante by pledging all profits to
his newly formedHeal theWorld Foundation.

But the tour was cut short in 1993 when
Jackson became ill following stress caused by
accusations of child sex abuse.

His third tour, HIStory, was his last.
Coming after his double album of the same

name, the tour, in which Jackson wore a
stunning gold costume by Gianni Versace, took
in 82 concerts in 56 cities in 35 countries in front
of 4.5 million fans.

It was during the Australian leg of the tour, in
November 1996, that Jacksonmarried his
personal dermatologist Debbie Rowe, who was
to be the mother of two of his children.

He was due to begin a series of 50 concerts
next month, starting at the O2 London arena on
the 13th. The tour, dubbed This is It, promised
fans it would be ‘‘his final curtain call’’.

Now fans are left with memories of a
performer par excellence who could delight his
fans just by removing his sunglasses.
Sally Browne


