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Interim

THE interim Prime Minister’s pdtulant
outburst over the Commonwealt}’s call
for early elsctions shows the guality of
the overall leadership of the natidn.

It is worrylng - that Voreqe
Bainimarama reacted to the chll by
encouraging the CommonweaBth to
implement immediate sanctions dn Fiji.

Any punitive action will have a [devas-
tating effect on the economy and{ more
importantly, the people.

Until recently, Fijl has been relgtively
immune to the global fall-out whikh has
affected economtes the world over,

In the last month, however, }t has
bacome increasingly evident that there
is an immediate need for serfous jmeas-
ures to¢ grow the sconomy of we hre to
survive this international crisis,

The national credit rating and foreign
reserves have fallen to worrying lepels.

International eredit agencies wtll he
reluctant to lend money to us given the

Fiji Times
nation's current financial situation and
the uncertainty which surrounds.our
pelitical future,

Given the low levels of liquidity and
the reluctance to lend, potential
investars will be forced to sugpend proj-
ects until there is some stability on the
international market.

Qur political situation hae deterred
invostora for more than two years.

It is impossible for anyone with money
tospend to have confidence in a country
which has an over-active military force
and an unstable political landscape.

There have boen no major investments
Since December 2006 — overwheltning evi-
dence that we do not live in isolation and
that the Interim regime's actions have

“ijian

" administration

YOUR editorial comment
(FT 63) commented only
on a particular role of

Fijian administration,
rural infrastructure devel-
opment.

It farther obliterates
other important reles they
provide to rural people and
recommends a  serious
review and possibly a clo-
sure of office.

From my understanding,
provineial offices provide
administrative activities
for rural people similar to
the roles provided by an
administration depart-
ment for Its company or
ministry.

I suggest that more
rgsearch ls done on the
roles of provincial offices
before commenting,
MAIKELI KAUSOQOQ
Nasinu

National
reform

WATHER David Arms
2ints to eiectoral reform
3 one of the means of

--averting future military

coups.

Coups are carried out by
people who have a predeter-
mined agenda and have the
means to force their way
into the seat of power,
albelt unlawfully in most
instances.

As a people, we must be
allowed to evolve an our
Qwn 88 we develop methods
for aelection of leaders.

It will be imperfect in
most instances hut evolu-

tion takes time.
Each tlme aomeone
foreibly interfores with the

Process, unscrupulous pec-
Ple are usually the first to
benefit,

Our children have learnt
to interacs,

Isee Indian boys wearing
sults and being comfortable
and Fijlan boys in the com-
pany of indign boys and not
feeling any less a Fijlan
hecause of that.

The hope of this nation

© lies in the next generation,

‘They will hava seen what 1s
going on, heard a! that 1s
to be heard and will, in'a
fow years time, be In & posi-
tion to declde what they
want as people of Fijl.
They will not get that
chance if self-imposed do-
gooders such as the intertm
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PM’s outburst

had serious megative consequences on
national life. It is at times like this that
we are forced to rely 6n the gensrosity of
others, including the European Union,
Australia, New Zealand and the
Commonwealth. .

Bainimarama does himself and the
country no favours by destroying any
remaining aympathy which may exist for
Fiji within these organisations,

We are fortunate that the Pacific's pen-
‘ior statesman, Papua New Guines Prime
Minister 8ir Michael Somare, has
aptempted to keop Fiji in the regional
and international foid,

Without his intervention,
Bainimarama would have terminslly
damaged Fiji several months ago by his
continued atubborn attitude,

We stand on the verge of 1aolation,

It is time for Bainimarama to confront
the realities and display statesmanlike
behaviour which would show that he did

not take over the country for self gain.

He has absolute control over the
President, the Civil Servies, the mili-
tary. police and the slectoral process,

Reglonal governments have agreed to
admlnigter and fund elections.

The President has ratified o charter to
usher in a fresh slectoral process, a
national census has been conducted and
constituency houndaries can be redrawn
overnight. What, then, is there to stop us
from golng to the polls under a new sya-
tem in December?

For sormeone who overthrew an slected
government without compunction,

arama is curiously reluctant to
take the nation to the polls despite hold-"
ing all the cards. .

Indeed there 1s only one reason that
Fijl has not held elections,

Ba. ama does not wans an elec-
tion at this time becanse he cannot guar-
antes the ontcome.

Antediluvian
phone
systems

SOME 20 years ago, an
American  expatriate
was saying goodbye and
reminiscihg about his
time in Fiii which, {n
8sfence, was “great
country, great people,
but for its antedllyvian
telephore systemes”.

I checked the diction-
ary on what the word
meent and 1t said — of or
kelonging to the time of
the biblical flood.

Those who understand
the Bihie know it was
referring to Noah's
flood, quite some time
ago.

Our telephone system
has seen improvement
over the years, of wkich I
was proud, but over the
past few wesks, particu-
larly in my area, it has
gore back to the time of
Neah,

BILL GAVOKA
Nadrega

A writer says the telep
Noah’s time

e system in area he lives has gone back to

-

Prime Minister, elect;ui'al
reformists as Father Ar

or soctal reformists suchjas
Father Kevir Barr contiju-
ally interfere and bully
their way inte how fe
should develop as a natl
S0L0 NAGASAY

Obedience to
authority

I CONGRATULATE Jigil
Kotohalave for his advipe
to the Commissioner
Police (F'T 28/2), althougl a
bit [ate, considering what
has happened.

The advice speaks vdl-
umes of Mr Kotobalav]'s
intellect and experience.

Bumeg to differ on
expia on of the Com:
sslonier’y role under t
Constitytion (sectfon 1
add the gutheritarian leaf-
ership stiyle,

The whbrd authoritariah,
a8 3 noufl, states “one wio
placss ohedience ko anthop-
1ty above personal Hbertyy'.

IIf thei police is a disck-
pHned force them whg
len] Aid was right
obder- td maintain disd
pline inithe force and hj

-
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authority s the Constii
tution.

The exercise of one’s
right within a diaciplined
organisation {s a breach of
contractnal agreernent or
cath of alleglance to such
&n organisation. :

No wonder there are & lot
of broken homes, families
and marriages in Fiji,

Those who are supposed:
£o ba leading are too soft in.
inatilling discipline - In
those being led,

‘The good lord, Jesus
Christ calls his followers
his diseiples — which is
derived from the word digel-
pline,

SAULA TUIKORO
Waldina, Naitasiri -

.
parking
I WRITE with regard to
two concerns for the Fijl
Sports Council and Fiii
Foothall Asaoclation. -
Number one — parking
at Fijl Sporta Counncll ven-
ues, the TFL National Sta-
dinm and Deme carparks. .
During the last weekend
of soccer, o0 Friday for the
Suva-Labass match,

Advertising - 330 2633:
Act g - i

patrons were charged $2 for
parking did not have tax
Identification number for
Value Added Tax nor speci-
fied value.

_The street adjacent to
the Dome carpark was agh-
g;ct- to a fee of $2 for park-

g..
As far as I understand

-that road does not belong

to the Fili Sports Couneil
but to the Government
(PWD).

On Bunday, patrons were
charged $2 for parking,
ticket issued for usage of
tracks valued at $1.

- Number 2, on Sunday,
ticket value Indicated for
the game was $4 but
patrons were charged $5.

' Irrespective of games
played, if the valne states
$4, patrons shouid have
been charged the respec-
tive valne.

I Fijf FA {8 so much
about’ evelopment of soc-
cer, why charge additional
$1 from patrons?

Wiy not provide free
parking for them?

'The managements of Fifi
FA and Fiji Sports Council
need to clarify the above.
RAJESH REDDY
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Digicel sports
sponsorship

IT i8 80 good to hear and
soe that Digicel. the com-
rany which was launched
rocently, has been promot-
ing and supporting
sporting activitiesin Fiji,

The sevens playors were
provided Digicel roaming
phones to contact their
families and friends during
the World Cup — 1t's one of
the best examples as to how
much this company wants
Fij to win. -

And therefore, they are
even going an extra mile to
support them. .

Good mave, Digicel.

I'm sure this company is
going to be reaching the
sky soon.

The FRU should be hon-
oured and grateful for the
great support from Digicel.
ASHMITA DEVI
Lautoka

Women
and girls

IN response to the letter
titled ‘Educated young
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women & worry”, as inter-
1m minister reaponsible for
women, I am glad that
more Fijlan young women
are empowering them-
salves through education.

However, I fesl that the
learned ledies who penned
the letter did not or were
not well eguipped to ander-
stand the article written by
Fifi Times reporter Unalsi
Ratubalava.

The informatfon that I
divulged to the reporter
was firat-hand and from the
source,

A follow-up article by Ms
Ratubalava a day later also
conflrmed what I had said
with Kadavu divisional
superintendent Reverend

oke Bota and Lan divi-
slonal _ superintendent
Reverend Inoke Taldvei-
kata agreeing that ~the
shortage of young women
1n the maritime 1slands was
& WOI'TY.

My ministry and I are
trying to establish the root
causes of the increass in
violence against women
and girls and I invite the
three ladies to join us 1a
cembating violence
against women and girls. :
DR JIMD LUVENI i
Minister for Social Welfare, :
‘Womern: and Poverty

Easytel

THE ad on the Easytel
handi-phone on TV 18 mis-
leading. :

No 1imit, no barrier and
calling from anywhere in
Fi}i seams to be untrue,

Customers reslise this
after buying the phones.

The customer service
does not clearly explain
the servioes 1t provides.

The fact fs that the
phone I8 only workable in
the ares it was bought for,

For areas with numbers
starting with 33 or 86 or 88
it iz only effective there
but if yor move to another
area you will have to buy
another $1IM eard to cater
for that area.

For Labasa users, you
will have to buy a SIM card
in Suva because they are
not available in Labasa,

I hope Telecom P
makes this clear to the
public. ’
TOMASI BOGINISO
Nasinu




