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DANNY LANNEN

WESTERN Heights College is
reeling after the death of
14-year-old Chanelle Rae, the
fourth student in six months to
take their own life.

Grief-stricken friends and
family yesterday described a
‘‘happy, beautiful’’ girl quick to
share her warm embrace.

They said Chanelle wrapped
her arms around those close to
her at every opportunity, shar-
ing the gift of her bright, bubbly
energy.

She did it at home, she did it
at school, she did it on all of
those game days with the Gee-
long Football Club cheer squad
and then one night the hugs ran
out.

Chanelle’s tragic death leaves
empty arms, cascades of tears
and stunned disbelief.

‘‘She was happy and beauti-
ful, loved by everybody and she

loved everybody,’’ her mother
Karen said yesterday.

‘‘And you can talk to anyone
you want and I bet you will not
get one person who expected it,
ever.’’

Chanelle’s death on Friday
further rocked the Geelong
school’s community already
mourning the loss of three exist-
ing and former students during
the past six months.

It also devastated her Gee-
long cheer squad mates as
president Norm Richardson
rated the day the news broke as
the saddest in the squad’s
history.

Chanelle, sister of Logan and
Blain, was a Corey Enright
devotee. She brandished a ban-
ner on game days with his name
writ large in silver and counted
him as a friend from first meet-
ing the Cat when she was five.
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JeffKennett urges school community to discuss suicide

Talk to each other
JESSICA CRAVEN

Jeff Kennett, of beyondblue, has asked the Geelong Advertiser to pass on his number so he can speak to Western Heights students.

‘It’s very sad for those
who are gone but it is
even worse for those
who are left. But they
shouldn’t be blaming
themselves because
there is only so much
you can do.’
–beyondblue’s JEFFKENNETT

J E F F K e n n e t t h a s
reached out to the West-
ern Heights College
school community, offer-
ing to speak to students
about youth suicide.

The former Victorian
premier and beyondblue
chairman said students
were bound to be hurting
but that it was important
not to sweep the issue
under the rug.

‘‘It needs to be talked
about openly within the
school community and
there needs to be a posi-
tive response to avoid it
happening again,’’ he said.

‘‘The school community
needs to be working
together to come up with
strategies to help people
who are emotionally de-
pressed or at risk.

‘‘I hope they have a very
heavy program for helping
the students cope with
these sad events and to
help them develop mech-
anisms for coping with
change’’

Mr Kennett asked the
Geelong Advertiser to
pass on his numbers to
the school and said he
hoped he would able to
speak to the students.

‘‘These deaths would be
having an impact on every
member of the school
community,’’ he said.

‘‘It’s very sad for those
who are gone but it is even
worse for those who are
left. But they shouldn’t be
blaming themselves be-
cause there is only so
much you can do.

‘‘My message to those
students and teachers
would be don’t forever be
under the burden of
guilt.’’
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Family and friends came and
went in ceaseless streams
from the Rae’s North Shore
home yesterday as Chanelle’s
parents Karen and Ian spoke
of their loss in the hope of
intercepting others.

Mrs Rae blames no one but
believes cyber bullying might
have contributed to her
daughter’s action.

She was wrapped up in a

loving family and there were
no warning signs.

‘‘There was no difference to
any other single day of her
life,’’ Mrs Rae said.

‘‘One hour of unhappiness
in her life was so bad from
cyber bullying that she could
not see past it.

‘‘Yet she had so much to
live for.’’

Mrs Rae urged parents to
be aware of kids’ use of the
internet and messaging and

urged kids to be aware how
others are feeling and to talk
to adults if they have con-
cerns.

‘‘Don’t leave people like us,
don’t leave this behind,’’ Mrs
Rae said.

Western Heights College
principal Kris Rooney said
the college community was
deeply saddened.

‘‘Our thoughts and prayers
are with family members.
Our primary concern remains
their welfare and privacy at a

time of tragedy,’’ Ms Rooney
said.

‘‘One of the strengths of
our college is our com-
passionate and caring pas-
toral structure and all
students and their families
have access to support and
counselling from teachers,
our chaplains and welfare co-
ordinators and Education
Department psychologists
and social workers.

‘‘Extensive counselling and
support services have been

put in place for all students
and their families, and access
through the school to these
counselling services will re-
main in place as long as
necessary.’’

PEOPLE experiencing per-
sonal problems can call Life-
line on 13 11 14, SANE
Helpline on 1800 187 263,
Victorian SuicideLine on
1 3 0 0 6 5 1 2 5 1 o r v i s i t
www.suicideline.org.au or
www.headspace.org.au.

Cats fans’
emotional
tribute
DANNY LANNEN

GEELONG Football Club
cheer squad president Norm
Richardson made an im-
passioned plea for an end to
cyber bullying as he paid
emotional tribute to Chanelle
Rae.

Mr Richardson said the Cat
devotee and Corey Enright
fanatic was the sweetest
child anyone could meet.

He lamented her loss at 14,
to suicide, and rated it the
saddest event in the squad’s
history. Mr Richardson
shared his heart through his
weekly Monday Matters bull-
etin to members.

‘‘At the age of only 14 she
never got the chance to live
life, to love life and be part of
the big world out there,’’ he
said. ‘‘We, as part of her
extended family, couldn’t
look after her. She had the
most loving and caring im-
mediate family, she had the
love of every player and offic-
ial of the club.

‘‘None of us really know
what goes on in teenage lives
but what I do know is we have
to put an end to cyber bully-
ing. We are the ones who have
to make a stand. We read of
these situations and never
take any notice until it hits
one of our own.

‘‘Just hug your child, listen
... listen and listen again.’’

He recalled cheer squad
members having sung Happy
Birthday for their effer-
vescent mate at Etihad
Stadium in May, the unfor-
gettable look on her face the
day she was mascot for a
game in Perth and the way
she lit up banner-making
sessions.

‘‘A Corey Enright milestone
will never be the same again,
as all our minds will auto-
matically flood back to that
adorable child in the 44
jumper, and the cheer squad
photos with Chanelle and her
Corey Enright banner in the
middle of the third row,’’ Mr
Richardson said.

‘‘Corey was a big part in her
short life, even attending her
14th birthday party.’’

He urged members to
spread word on suicide
awareness.
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